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In December of 2022, the Roberts Foundation celebrated the 50th  
anniversary of the opening of the Roberts Theater at Kingswood  
Oxford School with a star-studded production featuring Broadway’s 
Kate Baldwin and several student recreations of pieces that have 
graced the stage over the past 50 years.  
      This important milestone recognized our founders original intent 
when they established The Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation 
nearly 60 years ago – to find a permanent home for their beloved  
Mark Twain Masquers.  The Masquers staged several  productions in 
the theater including You Can’t Take It With You, Dial M For Murder, 
Born Yesterday and Damn Yankees.  Although the final curtain fell on 
the Masquers in 2001, Kingswood Oxford has used the theater to host 
student productions, guest lectures, community events, symposiums 
and other educational and arts programming. What's more,  
The Roberts Theater stage has launched the careers of actor  
John O'Hurley '72, violinist Peter Winograd '78 and blues musician 
Jake Kulak '18.  Ned and Sunny would be very pleased.   
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2022 Excellence in the  
Arts Program Grants 
 
 
 
 

THEATER 
 
 

Capital Classics $9,000 
Funding to support the 2022 Greater Hartford Shakespeare Festival  
Hartbeat Ensemble $10,000 
Funding to support the production of My Children! My Africa!   
Hartford Stage $25,000  
Funding to support the production of Trouble in Mind  
Night Fall $10,000  
Funding to support Night Fall 2022   
Playhouse Theatre Group $15,000 
Funding to support the 2022/23 Mainstage Series   
TheaterWorks $25,000 
Funding to support the production of Fun Home  

left to right: 
Capitol Classics    
Hartbest Ensemble    
Hartford Stage       
Nightfall 
Playhouse on Park     
TheaterWorks



left to right: Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival, Connecticut Chopin Competition, First Night, 
Connecticut Virtuosi, Greater Hartford Jazz Festival, Cuatro Puntos, Hartford Symphony  
Orchestra, West Hartford Symphony Orchestra, Elizabeth Park, Connecticut Guitar Society               

MUSIC 
Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival $10,000 
Funding to support An Organ Extravaganza concert   
Connecticut Chopin Foundation $8,000 
Funding to support The 14th Annual Chopin International Piano Competition  
Connecticut Guitar Society $6,000 
Funding to support the 2022 All Star Concert Series   
Connecticut Virtuosi $10,000 
Funding to support the 2022/2023 Performance Season  
Cuatro Puntos  $12,000 
Funding to support the Bridges concert series   
Elizabeth Park Conservancy $5,000 
Funding to support three 2022 summer concerts  
First Night Hartford  $20,000 
Funding to support Hartford Bonanza and First Night Hartford   
Greater Hartford Jazz Festival $20,000 
Funding to support the 2022 Jazz Festival  
Hartford Jazz Society  $10,000 
Funding to support the 2022 Paul Brown Monday Night Jazz Series  
Hartford Symphony Orchestra  $25,000 
Funding to support the 2022/2023 Masterworks Season  



Music at the Red Door $5,000 
Funding to support the 2022/2023 Concert Series    
Riverfront Recapture  $10,000 
Funding to support Hartbeat Festival   
West Hartford Symphony Orchestra $5,000 
Funding to support Norman Malone’s appearance    
Women Composer Festival of Hartford $10,000 
Funding to support The 2023 Women Composer Festival  

DANCE 

Sonia Plumb Dance Company                                               $7,500 
Funding to support The Pearl dance production   
JDPP $10,000 
Funding to support In the Presence of Trees dance production  
CREC/GHAA  $7,000 
Funding to support the Choreographers Showcase  
Hartford Dance Collective  $3,000 
Funding to support Yesterday dance production    
Ballet Theater Company  $15,000 
Funding to support the 2022 production of The Nutcracker 

 

left to right: Riverfront Recapture,  
Hartford Jazz Society, Women’s  
Composer Festival, Music at the Red 
Door, Sonia Plumb Dance Company,     
Ballet Theater Company, CREC/GHAA,  
Hartford Dance Collective, JDPP



VISUAL ART 
 
 
Hartford Public Library  $14,000 
Funding to support three ArtWalk exhibitions   
Hill-Stead Museum $10,000 
Funding to support the publication of Alfred Pope: An Evolution of Ingenuity  
Real Art Ways       $15,000 
Funding to support the 2022/2023 Real Art Awards and exhibitions  
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art      $25,000 
Funding to support I Am Seen...Therefore I Am exhibition 

ART EDUCATION 
 
 
The Bushnell Center for Performing Arts        $7,500 
Funding to support the Jazzicians Program   
Hartford Performs    $10,000 
Funding to support the Arts Education Residencies   
Kingswood Oxford School $16,000 
Funding to support The Roberts Theater 50th Anniversary Concert    

left to right: 
Hartford Public Library, Hill-Stead Museum, Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 
Hartford Performs, Real Art Ways, Kingswood Oxford School,  
The Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts            



left to right: 
Connecticut Choral Artists 
Out Film festival 
Hartford Chorale 
Cinestudio 

CHORAL 
 
 
Connecticut Choral Artists: (CONCORA) $10,000 
Funding to support Feel the Spirit: The Legacy of Moses Hogan Concert    
Hartford Chorale  $15,000 
Funding to support The Music of David Hurd & Margaret Bonds concert  
 

FILM 
 
 
Cinestudio $4,500 
Funding to support the Black Directors Film Series  
Out Film Festival  $5,000 
Funding to support the 35th annual CT LGBTQ Film Festival  
 

TOTAL AWARDED IN 2022 
$599,500



Joyce C. Willis Fund for Excellence  
and Equity in the Arts 
 
The Amistad Center for Arts and Culture $60,000 
Funding to support the residency of photographer, Merik Goma 
 
Hartford Stage $75,000 
Funding to support the residency of director, Christopher Betts  
Hartford Symphony Orchestra $50,000 
Funding to support the residency of composer, Quinn Mason 
 
 

Creation of New Work 
Established in 2003, the foundation’s Creation of New Work Initiative seeks to 
foster creativity in Greater Hartford by supporting the collaboration of 
local artists and arts organizations.   
The foundation did not award a Creation of New Work grant in 2022.    
As of 2023, the foundation will consider Creation of New Work grant  
applications throughout the year alongside Excellence in the Arts grant 
applications.  Multiple Creation of New Work grants may be awarded in a 
year.  Based on the availability of funding, organizations will most likely  
be restricted to either an Excellence in the Arts grant or a Creation of 
New Work grant in a calendar year.      
 

Joyce C. Willis Fund for  
Excellence and Equity in the Arts 
 
In 2020, the Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation announced a  
major initiative to support excellence and equity in the arts with gifts to 
The Amistad Center for Art & Culture, Hartford Stage, and Hartford  
Symphony Orchestra.  The initiative is named in honor of Joyce C. Willis,  
a former Roberts Foundation board member, founding member and past 
board president of The Amistad Center, Hartford Symphony Orchestra 
board member and ardent supporter of Hartford Stage.  Willis, who  
retired from The Hartford Financial Services Group as Vice President of 
Corporate Communications in 2005, died of COVID-19 in June of 2020. 
 
Each organization received $150,000 and was eligible to apply for 
additional funding to implement ancillary programming. The Amistad 
Center named Merik Goma as its Willis resident in early 2021.  Goma is  
a New Haven-based photographer and his residency concluded with a 
major exhibition that ran through August, 2023. Hartford Stage selected 
director Christopher Betts in early 2022 as its artist in residence.  Betts  
directed Trouble in Mind at Hartford Stage in June, 2023 and will direct 
The Hot Wings King in 2024.  Hartford Symphony awarded composer/ 
conductor Quinn Mason a commission for the 2022/23 season. The  
symphony performed Mason’s She Dreams of Flying in June, 2023  
as part of its Masterworks series. The symphony has named Melissa White  
as its Joyce C. Willis resident for 2023/24.      
 
It is our hope that The Joyce C. Willis Fund will not only serve as a  
catalyst to help Black artists excel in their careers, but also will encourage 
other organizations to examine their efforts to promote racial equity in  
the arts and increase their investment in artists of color.   
 



Financial Statements 
 
Statements of Support, Revenue, Expenses, and Other Changes in Net Assets,  
Modified Cash Basis 
 
For the years ended December 31, 2022 and 2021 
 

        2022             2021  
Changes in operating net assets:  

 
Revenues:  
     Interest & dividends    $       133,850                           $   229,146 
 
Net realized & unrealized gains/         (1,678,018)               -1,112,555                  
     (loss) on securities       
                                                                                         
Less investment and custodial fees              53,924)                               (52,224)                  
                                                          
Net revenues and (losses)          1,544,168                             1,341,701

 
Expenses:  
     Grants                                                    599,500                                475,100                         
Management and General                            78,070                                  74,820 
    
Total expenses                                                     677,570                              549,920 
                     
Change in net assets                                     2,221,738                               791,781  

 
Net assets, beginning of the year          9,197,295                             8,405,514  

 
Net assets, end of the year    $     6,975,557                     $     9,197,295  
 

The Edward C. and Ann T. Roberts Foundation is a  
private, special purpose foundation founded in 1964 by 
Ned and Sunny Roberts.  In accordance with its founders’ 
wishes, the foundation is dedicated to supporting and  
encouraging excellence in the arts throughout the Capital 
Region.  Since its establishment, the foundation has 
awarded more than $11 million to nearly 200 area  
non-profit organizations.  More information is available at 
www.therobertsfoundation.org 
 
Guidelines and information about the application process 
are available on our website at therobertsfoundation.org.  
Please see our website for a history of the foundation  
and listings of past grants.   

About the Foundation   

 

2023 Grant Outlook 
At its December 2022 meeting, the board set a 2023 grants 
budget of $340,000 which reflects the projected performance  
of the foundation’s assets during 2023.   
     In addition to its traditional grants budget, the foundation  
approved a budget of $125,000 to support the Joyce C. Willis 
Fund for Excellence and Equity in the Arts.   
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