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creation of new work award

Established by the Roberts Foundation in 2003, the Creation of New Work

IN MEMORIUM Award's goal is to fuel creativity in Greater Hartford by supporting local artists.
The Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation lost a great This new initiative fostered collaborations between artists living and working in
friend with the passing of Carol Terry on October 10, 2023. the Capital Region and local arts organizations. The inspired results of their
Carol joined the Roberts board in 2011 and served as board collaborations have helped advance the foundation’s mission to support and
president from 2016 through 2018. encourage excellence in the arts for the benefitof the overall community.

Carol and her husband, Kink, were great patrons of the arts Over the past 20 years, the Creation of New Work initiative has awarded

in Hartford. Carol was particularly dedicated to the Greater $325,000 to fund an impressive collection of arts projects including photography,
Hartford Arts Council serving on its grant allocations com- musical compositions, sculptures, dance, murals and multi-media presentations.
mittee for years. She also was active in Charter Oak Cultural Each year, the foundation was fortunate to be guided by an independent

Center, Connecticut Dance Alliance, Spectrum in Motion panel of highly respected local artists and arts administrators who lent their

Dance Company and West Hartford Art League, as well as expertise to the selection process by serving as jurors, including the following:
Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters, Girl Scouts of Connecticut

: John Alves, Kevin Bishop, Edward Cumming, John Cusano, Taneisha Duggan,
and Junior League of Hartford.

Debbie Gaudet, Walter Gwardyak, Carrie Hammond, Sean Harris, Stephen Haynes,
The Roberts Foundation is honored to dedicate its Rich Hollant, Willard Holmes, Hong Hong, Douglas Hyland, Olivia llona-Davis,

2023 Annual Report to Carol Terry. Janice LaMotta, Mara Leiberman, Freddie Mclnerney, Steve Metcalf,

EdJohnetta Miller, Andrea Miller-Keller, Frank Mitchell, Julia Rosenblatt,

Ann Sievers, Roxanne Stachelek, Catherine Stockman, Mike Stotts, Ric Waldman,
Jeffry Walker, Michael Walsh, Olivia White, Will K. Wilkins and Elizabeth Williamson

The foundation now considers Creation of New Work grant applications
throughout the year alongside Excellence in the Arts grant applications.
Multiple Creation of New Work grants may be awarded in a year. Based on the
availability of funding, organizations will most likely be restricted to either an
Excellence in the Arts grant or a Creation of New Work grant in a calendar year.



twenty years of creating new work

— $10,000 awarded to Real Art Ways to commission musician Stephen Haynes
to compose a new jazz piece in conjunction with Real Art Way's 2005 exhibition, Faith.

— $12,500 to The Hartford Art School to commission photographer Christine Breslin
to create a mixed media work entitled Beyond the Veil, a series of interviews,
photographs and digital images exploring the challenges Hartford-area Muslim
teenage girls’ face in maintaining their identity in the context of contemporary
American mass culture.

| — $12,500 to the Hartford Symphony Orchestra to commission composer
Michael Gatonska to create Wandering the Moon Nursery, a new work that
premiered at a Masterworks Series concert in November, 2005.

— $12,500 to the New Britain Museum of American Art to commission composer

Ken Steen, e-cellist Jeffrey Krieger, and media artist Gene Gort to create a multimedia
work entitled Reliquary of Labor which premiered at the opening of the newly expanded
museum and performance space in 2006.

— $12,500 to the Wadsworth Atheneum to
commission a work by choreographers Adam Miller
and Katie Stevenson-Nollet as part of the Wadsworth
Atheneum's initiative to present a full performance
series in the museum's theater.




— $12,500 to The Greater Hartford Festival of Jazz to commission The Hartford Suite,
a new work by Jazz musician/composer Steve Davis to premier at the 2007 festival.
The piece, comprised of multiple movements, commemorated various Hartford area
landmarks, people, or events.

— $12,500 to Trinity-On-Main to commission No Mas Muertes, a work about
illegal immigration, by composer David Macbride with spoken text drawn from
Luis Alberto Urrea’s The Devil’s Highway.

— $12,500 to Real Art Ways to commission A Thought at the Edge of the Continent:
Manchuria to Siberia 1942 — 1947 by Hirokazu Fukawa, a series of sculptures/site
installations inspired by artist's ongoing exploration of suicide bombings in current
and past political contexts.

— $12,500 to Charter Oak Cultural Center to commission visual artists Carlos Hernandez
Chavez and Marela Zacarias to create two murals titled The Mural as Mirror: Reflections
on the Immigrant Experience.

— $5,000 to Real Art Ways to install Hirokazu Fukawa's sculpture exhibition,
A Thought at the Edge of the Continent: Manchuria to Siberia 1942 - 1947

— Program is revamped. Grant is increased to $15,000 and
the decision is made to separate visual arts and performing
arts and award grants for those genres in alternate years.



— No grant awarded.

— $15,000 to Windsor Art Center to commission composer
Katherine Swanson to create The River, a multi-media
presentation of music, dance and photography

inspired by the Farmington River.

— $15,000 to Vernon Community Arts Center to commission artist
Barbara Hocker to create a photo-based, multi-media installation
entitled River/Sea

— $15,000 to Charter Oak Cultural Center to commission two musical
compositions by Michael Gatonska and Scott Comanzo to be performed
with The Generous Ensemble at the 2014 Hartford New Music Festival.

— $15,000 to Real Art Ways to commission a live action
short feature, Hasta Manana, by film maker Pedro Bermudez.

— $15,000 to TheaterWorks
to commission a new play,
\Raging Skillet, by

Jacques Lamarre.




— $15,000 to Real Art Ways to commission an exhibition by fiber artist,
Hong Hong.

— $15,000 to Cuatro Puntos to commission Coming Home,
a contemporary chamber piece, by musician/composer David MacBride.

— $15,000 to West Hartford Art League to commission a quilt by
EdJohnetta Miller which was recreated as a mural on Art League'’s
West Hartford campus.

— $15,000 to Charter Oak Cultural Center to commission the
non-verbal theater piece, Believe, by Joni Weisfeld, artistic
director of The Other Voice.




2020

— $20,000 to Hartford Public Library to commission a sculpture by Marilyn Parkinson
Thrall which commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment.

2021

— $20,000 to Real Art Ways to commission dancer/choreographer, Peter Kyle, to create
the immersive performance, And All Things Hushed, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of
poet Rainer Maria Rilke's The Sonnets of Orpheus.

2022 — No grant awarded
2023

— $20,000 to Charter Oak Cultural Center to playwright/performer Cin Martinez to
create a play Lo Cotidiano, The Sacred in the Everyday Lives of Latina Women, based
on the oral histories of 30 local women.




2024 grant outlook

The board set a 2024 grant budget of $448,000 at its December 2023 meeting which reflects
the projected performance of the foundation’s assets during 2024.

The board also voted to adopt a “doing business as” name to commemorate its 60th anniversary in 2024.
Moving forward, the foundation will be known as The Roberts Foundation for the Arts.

board of directors for 2023

Carrie Hammond, President
Olivia White, Secretary

Andrew Lattimer, Treasurer
Dennis Hannigan, Chair, Investment Committee
Michael L. Campbell

Carlos Hernandez Chavez
Lisa Lazarus

Joe Young

Anna Swinbourne

Arts Representative

Staff

Lisa M. Curran, Executive Director

left to right: Michael Campbell,

Dennis Hannigan, Andrew Lattimer,
Lisa Curran, Carrie Hammond,

Amy Sailor, Oliva White, Noely Sanchez
Velez and Lisa Lazarus.

Missing: Anna Swinbourne and

Joseph Young.

Puppeteer: Sabrina Almeida.

about the foundation ROBERTS
1968 b e g e o e FOUNDATION
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with its founders’ wishes, the foundation is dedicated to supporting and THE AR ' s

encouraging excellence in the arts throughout the Capital Region.
Since its establishment, the foundation has awarded nearly $12 million to more
than 190 area non-profit organizations. More information is available at www.therobertsfoundation.org

Guidelines and information about the application process are available on our website at therobertsfoundation.org.
Please see our website for a history of the foundation and listings of past grants.



2023 grants

EXCELLENCE IN THE ARTS PROGRAM GRANTS

Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival $2,500
Funding to support the

2023 Organ Festival concerts

Ballet Theatre Company $12,500
Funding to support The Nutcracker

Growing Tree

The Bushnell Center for Performing Arts $5,000

Funding to support Jazzicians

Bushnell Park Conservancy $10,000
Funding to support a permanent

sculpture by Tao LaBossiere

The Bushnell Center for Performing Arts $5,000
Funding to support the 2023

Greater Hartford Shakespeare Festival

Connecticut Chopin Competition $8,000
Funding to support the 13th Annual

Chopin International Piano Competition

Connecticut Choral Artists Inc. $10,000
Funding to support The Magnificat in D

and The Love Between Us concert

Connecticut Guitar Society $6,000
Funding to support the 2023 Blues & Jazz

Guitar concert series

Connecticut Historical Society $5,000
Funding to support two concerts and 2024

Lunar New Year event

Connecticut Summerfest $5,000
Funding to support the Kinsmen Sound

Studio Production Services

Connecticut Virtuosi
Chamber Orchestra

Funding to support the 2023/2024
Performance Season

$12,000

CREC/Greater Hartford Academy
of the Arts

Funding to support the 2023
Choreographers’ Showcase

$7,000

Elizabeth Park Conservancy $5,000
Funding to support the 2023 Summer

Concert Series

Greater Hartford Festival of Jazz $20,000
Funding to support the 2023 Greater

Hartford Festival of Jazz

HartBeat Ensemble $10,000

Funding to support the production of Harriet

Hartford Chorale
Funding to support J’Adore Faure concert

$10,000

Hartford Jazz Society $7,500
Funding of The 2023 Paul Brown

Monday Night Jazz Series

Hartford Performs $10,000
Funding to support Hartford Public School

2023/2024 Education Programs/Artists of Color

Hartford Stage Company $25,000

Funding to support The Hot Wing King

Hartford Symphony Orchestra $25,000
Funding to support the 2023/2024
Masterworks concert season
Hill-Stead Museum $10,000
Funding to support the recreation of the

1915 Cassatt-Degas exhibition

Mark Twain House & Museum
Funding to support a large-scale Mark
Twain puppet by Anne Cubberly

$13,000

Music at the Red Door $5,000

Funding to support the 2023 Concert Series

Night Fall $10,000
Funding to support the 2023 Night Fall

production

Out Film Festival
Funding to support the 2023 CT LGBTQ
Film Festival

$5,000

Playhouse Theatre Group $15,000
Funding to support the 2023/2024

Main Stage Series

Rise Up Group $10,000
Funding to support the Millennial

Apartment Mural



TheaterWorks $20,000
Funding to support the production of Clyde’s

Times Fool Company $5,000
Funding to support the production of
As You Like It

Trinity College
Funding to support Joy! Celebrating
200 Years of Trinity, Hartford and the
Performing Arts

University of Hartford $10,000
Funding to support an | Am Hartford
multimedia presentation

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art  $15,000
Funding to support Styling Identities exhibition

Women Composers Festival of Hartford $7,500
Funding to support the 2024 Women
Composers Festival

CAPITAL GRANTS
Kingswood Oxford School $20,000
Funding to support Roberts Theater renovations

Total Awarded in 2023
$465,500

The Joyce C. Willis Fund for
Excellence & Equality in the Arts

In 2020, the Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation announced a major initiative to support
excellence and equity in the arts with gifts to The Amistad Center for Art & Culture, Hartford
Stage, and Hartford Symphony Orchestra. The initiative is named in honor of Joyce C. Willis,
a former Roberts Foundation board member, founding member and past board president of
The Amistad Center, Hartford Symphony Orchestra board member and ardent supporter of
Hartford Stage. Willis, who retired from The Hartford Financial Services Group as Vice
President of Corporate Communications in 2005, died of COVID-19 in June of 2020.

Each organization received $150,000 and was eligible to apply for additional funding
to implement ancillary programming.

The Amistad Center named Merik Goma as its Willis resident in early 2021.
Goma is a New Haven-based photographer and his residency concluded with a major
exhibition which ran through August, 2023.

Hartford Stage selected director Christopher Betts in early 2022 as its artist in residence.
Betts directed Trouble in Mind in June of 2023 and The Hot Wing King in February of 2024.

Hartford Symphony awarded composer/conductor Quinn Mason a commission for the
2022/23 season. The symphony performed Mason’s She Dreams of Flying in June, 2023
as part of its Masterworks series. The symphony named violinist Melissa White as its
Joyce C. Willis resident for 2023/24. White has performed with HSO twice as part of the
Masterworks concert series and participated in several community engagement projects.

It is our hope that The Joyce C. Willis Fund will not only serve as a catalyst to

help Black artists excel in their careers, but also will encourage other organizations
to examine their efforts to promote racial equity in the arts and increase

their investment in artists of color.



financial statements

Statements of Support, Revenue, Expenses, and Other Changes in Net Assets,

Modified Cash Basis

For the years ended December 31, 2023 and 2022

2023 2022

Changes in operating net assets:
Revenues:

Interest & dividends $ 101,000 $ 133.850
Net realized & unrealized gains/ 988,697 (1,678,018

(loss) on securities
Less investment and custodial fees (52,650) (53,924)
Net revenues and (losses) $ 1,809,967 $ 1,54,168
Expenses:

Grants 465,500 599,500

Management and General 88,130 78,070
Total expenses $ 553,630 $ 677,570 The Roberts Foundation for the Arts,

P O Box 271588

Change in net assets 536,0671 2,221,738 West Hartford, CT 06127-1588
Net assets, beginning of the year 6,975,557 9,197,295 (860) 233-0288

edwannroberts@att.net

Net assets, end of the year $ 7.,511,6245 $ 6,975,557




