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In 2000 The Roberts Foundation
created a new board position —

The Arts Representative.

The purpose of the Arts Rep was to bring a more in-depth
perspective and particular artistic expertise to the board.

In addition, the Arts Rep would benefit from seeing how grants
decisions were made. Each Arts Rep served a term of two years.
Since installing our first Arts Representative in 2000, 12 exceptional
arts leaders from various genres — visual art, theater, dance, music,
historic homes and chorale groups - have served on the board.
Collectively, their expertise and insight have strengthened the
board's understanding of and connection to the Greater Hartford
arts community and we are all the more effective because of

their invaluable contributions to the foundation.

Thank yOU to these incomparable arts champions

who have helped ensure the Roberts Foundation remains
relevant and responsive to the needs of local arts organizations
and their audiences.

Will K. Wilkins 2001 - 2002
Charles H. Owens 2003 - 2004
Catherine Stockman 2005 - 2006 *
Olivia White 2007 - 2008
Steve Metcalf 2009 - 2010
Mike Stotts 2011 -2012
Jill Henderson Pasanen 2013 - 2014
Ronald Lyles 2015-2016

Freddie Maclnerney 2017 - 2018
Steven Raider-Ginsberg 2019 - 2020
Brenda Miller 2021 - 2022
Anna Swinbourne 2023 - 2024

* deceased



“My time on the
Roberts board was an
opportunity to work
with people who cared
deeply about our com-
munity. Tom Groark,
Jan Larsen, David
Clark, Alex Vance,
Maggie Willard, and Elizabeth Normen were an
engaged and perceptive group. A highlight is
that our conversations resulted in Roberts
Foundation’s Creation of New Work grants,
which over the years have benefited many
artists, along with the organizations who
support them. | am so grateful to the
foundation, and the many people who have
contributed to the good work it does!”

Will K. Wilkins

Executive Director, Real Art Ways

M

“| was honored to serve on the Roberts
Foundation board from 2003 to 2004. That
experience opened my eyes to the incredible
richness and depth of Greater Hartford's arts
community. It really was a joy to pore over
those stacks of applications and to read, in their
own words, about the extraordinary creativity
and imagination of so many artists and cultural
leaders in our region - and to play a role in
providing both critical
funding and the
foundation's valuable im-
primatur.

As an organizational leader and frequent
grant-seeker myself, | valued the chance to sit
on the grantmaking side of the table and ap-
preciate firsthand how those often difficult
decisions are made, what factors are consid-
ered and prioritized and, ultimately, what sep-
arates those applications that are truly special
from among dozens of other great ideas and
noteworthy projects. Two decades later, | am
still benefiting from the insights and wisdom
| gained on the Roberts board and | am grateful
to have had that opportunity!”

Charlie Owens

Senior Development & U.S. Relations
Ambassador Shaw Festival, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ontario

“It was my pleasure and
honor to serve as an Arts
Representative. | learned
so much about the chal-
lenges, opportunities and
rewards of being on the
other side of the funding
table. And | was well-
prepared to later serve as
a member of the board
for eight years after
leaving my arts admin-
istration position. Thank you Roberts
Foundation friends!”

Olivia White

Former Executive Director
Amistad Center for Art and Culture

“As the full time music critic for the Hart-
ford Courant for more than 20 years, | had
occasion to routinely observe the range and
scope of arts philanthropy from various
foundations in this community. But | really
only came to understand the full value and
meaning of that philanthropy when | served
a stint as arts representative on the board
of the Roberts Foundation. | saw firsthand
how the foundation's support provided a
vital underpinning to
dozens of organizations -
- some well established
and regionally cele-
brated, others just
beginning to bloom and
find a footing in this
arts-rich community.

The care and thoughtful-
ness with which the
foundation did its work
was a revelation, and it
was an honor to be, in a small way and for a
relatively brief time, a part of that work.”

Steve Metcalf

Steve Metcalf

Founder and Curator

Garmany Chamber Music Series
Director, Presidents' College
University of Hartford




“Sitting on the Roberts Foundation Board of “It was a joy and a
Directors as the Arts Representative was an privilege to serve on
honor, and a real learning experience. Itisnot  the Roberts Board,
often that people who fundraise for a living get  and to contribute to
to experience it from the other side. Participat- the arts in this way.”
ing in the grant-making process gave me new
insights into the conversations
that take place about organi-
zations and their needs, the

“I'm grateful for the time | had
serving on the Roberts board -
it was instructive and produc-
tive but also empowering to
learn and work with my peers
from other arts organizations.
Knowing we all faced similar
challenges and were stretched
for solutions helped me guide and lead

Jill Henderson
Pasanen
Founding member and Past President
Connecticut Dance Alliance

quality of proposals across a Mixed Media Artist TheaterWorks in increasingly creative ways. It

wide array of grantees, and helped me 'get smarter."”

an overall appreciatior.m 9f "The two years that | served as the Arts Freddie Macinerney

boards Wh? make decisions Representative on the Roberts Foundation Senior Marketing Manager

about funding. ) . board was an invaluable learning experience TheaterWorks Hartford

At the same tlme., this was that | repeatedly leverage in my leadership role

a valuable oppfartunlty for the with the Hartford Jazz Society, and other non- “Being on the Roberts board was an honor of a
.board to hear from MY perspectn{e some of the profit organizations | am involved with. lifetime. | was able to work with passionate and
1Ssues and challen.ges in the arts field that they | received a glimpse behind the scenes of the dedicated fellow board members all of whom
might not otherwise know about or need grant review process that informs every grant were active in the arts com-

further information about. Other foundation

application | prepare, and equally important, munity and who all knew first-  #8%F % =
boards could learn a lesson from Roberts be- PP Prep ety TP J s

| expanded my exposure to the wider breadth hand how powerful the arts can

cause (at Ie:st |nhmydexp’erLence) thlere arde of the impressive Hartford arts community. impact individuals while build-
sorrlle ;)ut;. er:t at on L aveac ui an q | highly recommend the experience to anyone  ing a stronger community.
make funding aecisions that are uninformed. who is offered the opportunity.” A special thanks to Lisa Curran,

| am grateful to have had this opportunity.”
Mike Stotts

Executive Director
Paper Mill Playhouse

the sole staffer for the founda-
tion who did everything so
gracefully and professionally.”

Ronald Lyles
President, Board
of Directors
Hartford Jazz Society Steve Raider-Ginsberg

Executive & Artistic Director Field Arts & Events

Hall, Port Angeles, WA

Former Artistic Director

HartBeat Ensemble




“| found my time on the
Roberts Foundation board
to be invaluable. | deeply
~ respect the thoughtful
deliberation given to each
request. Board members
conduct thorough reviews
of every proposal and work
collaboratively to make crucial decisions that pro-
vide essential funding to local artists,
organizations and institutions.”

Brenda Miller

Executive Director, Culture and Communications
Hartford Public Library

“| adored my time on the board of the Roberts
Foundation. | greatly admire not only their
commitment to excellence in the arts, but their
process in achieving it. The honest, engaged and
thorough manner through which they consider
every application - from first inquiry to final

report - is a model for the field of philanthropic
giving. Working together the board fosters an
environment of openness, dialogue and accounta-
bility, where all members are encouraged to speak
earnestly and question actively. The whole experi-
ence gave me great faith in the local community
and its vitality! | sincerely
thank the present and past
board members for this op-
portunity to learn and serve
the arts of our region.”

Anna Swinbourne
Executive Director and CEO
Hill-Stead Museum
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Carrie Hammond, President

Lisa Lazarus, Secretary

Andrew Lattimer, Treasurer

Dennis Hannigan, Chair, Investment Committee
Michael L. Campbell

Amy Sailor

Larry Samplatsky

Noely Sanchez Velez
Anna Swinbourne, Arts Representative

Lisa M. Curran, Executive Director

Eric Ort, Capital Campaign Director at Real Art Ways,
joined the board as Arts Representative in 2025.

e

The board set a 2025 grant budget of
$400,000 at its December 2024 meeting
which reflects the projected performance
of the foundation’s assets during 2025.



2024 Grants

Excellence in the Arts
Program Grants

Albert Schweitzer Organ Festival
Funding to support the 2024 Organ
Festival concerts

$ 8,000

Amistad Center for Art and Culture
Funding to support Yoruba World exhibition

$15,000

Ballet Hartford $ 7,500
Funding to support Sleeping Beauty
Spring Performance

The Bushnell Center for Performing Arts ~ $ 5,275
Funding to support Local Art Stage
Capital Classics, Inc. $10,000
Funding to support the 2024 Greater
Hartford Shakespeare Festival
Conference of Churches $ 9,000
Funding to support Artists of Color
Accelerate Fellowships
Connecticut Chopin Competition $ 8,000
Funding to support the 16" Annual
Chopin International Piano Competition
Connecticut Choral Artists Inc. $ 10,000
Funding to support An American

Requiem concerts

Connecticut Museum of Culture & History $ 7,500
Funding to support 2024 Dia de Muertos
and 2025 Lunar New Year events

Connecticut Summerfest $ 5,000
Funding to support HUB residency for
2025 Festival

Connecticut Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra $12,000
Funding to support the 2024/2025

Performance Season

CREC/Greater Hartford
Academy of the Arts

Funding to support the 2024

Choreographers’ Showcase

$ 7,000

Cuatro Puntas $ 9,000
Funding to support Unsilenced, a new work
by Arson Fahim

Elizabeth Park Conservancy $ 5,000
Funding to support the 2024
Summer Concert Series
First Night Hartford $10,000
Funding to support entertainers for First
Night 2025 and Hartford Bonanza! 2025
Greater Hartford Festival of Jazz $20,000
Funding to support the 2024 Greater
Hartford Festival of Jazz

HartBeat Ensemble $10,000
Funding to support the production of

Jimmy & Lorraine: A Musing

Hartford Chorale
Funding to support Vox Feminae concert

$10,000

Hartford Dance Collective $ 3,000
Funding to support the production of

oldest daughter

Hartford Jazz Society $ 7,500
Funding of The 2024 Paul Brown

Monday Night Jazz Series

Hartford Performs $10,000

Funding to support Hartford Public School
2024/2025 Education Programs/Artists of Color
Hartford Stage Company $25,000
Funding to support the production of
Two Trains Running

Hartford Symphony Orchestra $25,000
Funding to support the 2024/2025
Masterworks concert season
Hill-Stead Museum $10,000
Funding to support Cassatt-Degas
exhibition research

Music at the Red Door $ 5,000
Funding to support two 2025 concerts

New Britain Museum of American Art
Funding to support The Land Carries
My Ancestors exhibition

$20,000

Night Fall $10,000
Funding to support the 2024
Night Fall production

Out Film Festival $ 5,000
Funding to support the 2024
CT LGBTQ Film Festival
Playhouse Theatre Group $15,000
Funding to support the 2024/2025

Main Stage Series



Riverfront Recapture $ 7,500
Funding to support the 2024 Hartbeat Festival

TheaterWorks $20,000
Funding to support the production of SANDRA

Times Fool Company $ 5,000
Funding to support the production of
Midsummer Night's Dream

University of Hartford/

Hartford Art School $10,000
Funding to support Human Marks:

Tattooing in Contemporary Art exhibition

Windsor Art Center $ 5,000
Funding to support the Connecticut
River & Roots Festival

Women Composers Festival of Hartford $ 7,500
Funding to support the 2025 Women
Composers Festival

Creation of New Work
Charter Oak Cultural Center $20,000
Funding to commission a play by Cin Martinez

Joyce C. Willis Fund for

Excellence and Equity in the Arts
Hartford Symphony Orchestra $55,625

Funding to support the residency of pianist Clayton
Stephenson

Total Awarded in 2024 $434,400

The Joyce C. Willis Fund for
Excellence & Equality in the Arts

In 2020, the Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation announced a major initiative
to support excellence and equity in the arts with gifts to The
Amistad Center for Art & Culture, Hartford Stage, and Hart-
ford Symphony Orchestra. The initiative is named in honor
of Joyce C. Willis, a former Roberts Foundation board
member, founding member and past board president of
The Amistad Center, Hartford Symphony Orchestra board
member and ardent supporter of Hartford Stage.
Willis, who retired from The Hartford Financial Services
Group as Vice President of Corporate Communications in
2005, died of COVID-19 in June of 2020.

Each organization received $150,000 and was eligible to apply
for additional funding to implement ancillary programming.

e The Amistad Center named Merik Goma as its Willis resident in early 2021.
Goma is a New Haven-based photographer and his residency
concluded with a major exhibition which ran through August, 2023.

* Hartford Stage selected director Christopher Betts in early 2022 as its artist in
residence. Betts directed Trouble in Mind in June of 2023 and The Hot Wing
King in February of 2024.

* Hartford Symphony awarded composer/conductor Quinn Mason a commission
for the 2022/23 season. The symphony performed Mason'’s She Dreams of Flying
in June, 2023 as part of its Masterworks series. The symphony named violinist
Melissa White as its Joyce C. Willis resident for 2023/24. White has performed
with HSO twice as part of the Masterworks concert series and participated in sev-
eral community engagement projects. Pianist Clayton Stephenson has performed
twice with HSO during its 2024/2025 season and participated in 29 community
engagement events.

In 2025, the Joyce C. Willis Fund will transition to a competitive grant program
awarding a $25,000 grant to an arts organization partnering with an artist of color
on a new work.



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Statements of Support, Revenue, Expenses, and Other Changes in Net Assets,

Modified Cash Basis

For the years ended December 31, 2024 and 2023

Changes in operating net assets:
Revenues:

Interest & dividends
Net realized & unrealized gains/

(losses) on securities

Less investment and custodial fees

Net revenues and (losses)
Expenses:

Grants

Management and General
Total expenses

Change in net assets

Net assets, beginning of the year

Net assets, end of the year

2024

$ 89,884
859,178

(54,186)

$ 949,062

465,500

88,130

$ 426,081

426,081

7,511,624

$ $7,937,705

2023

$ 101,000
988,697

(52,650)

$ 1,809,967

465,500

88,130

$ 426,081

536,0671

6,975,557

$ 7,511,624

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION

The Roberts Foundation for the Arts

is a private, special purpose foundation
founded in 1964 by Ned and Sunny Roberts.
In accordance with its founders’ wishes, the
foundation is dedicated to supporting and
encouraging excellence in the arts throughout
the Capital Region. Since its establishment,
the foundation has awarded more than

$12 million to nearly 200 area non-profit

organizations.

For a history of the foundation and listing
of past grants as well as guidelines and
information about the application process,
please visit our website at:
therobertsfoundation.org
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